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portals of the palace were opened and a courtier an-
nounced that the child was a healthy girl. For a
moment there was silence. Then the crowd broke out
into loud and prolonged cheers, welcoming this heiress to
the Habsburgs: Maria Theresa's advent was acknow-
ledged by her people.

Charles was too proud to show his disappointment.
Grimani, the Minister from Venice to Austria, wrote to
his government: " In the hearts of the Emperor and
his people grief and hope have been striving to get the
upper hand. It puzzles me to know whether we are
now celebrating the birth of this Princess or continuing
the period of mourning for her infant brother Leopold,
who was regarded as one of Heaven's most precious
gifts. However, I went with Monseigneur the Papal
Nuncio to congratulate His Majesty according to our
custom, and to express the wish that the ensuing year
might bring him more perfect consolation. He received
us with his customary courtesy, but it was obvious that
he would have been better pleased to be the father of
a Prince."

Relatively little is known of Maria Theresa's child-
hood, and some of her romantic biographers have been
tempted to write purely imaginative accounts of her
early youth. Few authentic anecdotes have been
handed down to us.

It is known, however, that Maria Theresa did not
present any problems to her parents as far as her health
was concerned. In an age of appalling infant mortality,
when only strong children survived, Maria Theresa was
amazingly healthy. She was a slender little girl with
huge grey eyes, yellow hair, which she wore parted in
the middle, a high forehead, regular features, and an